
 
 

Going to School in Black and White--Additional Materials (2) 
  

	

	
1	
	
	
	
	

	

 
Discussion  
Guide 

 

 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
During the writing of Going to School in Black and White, we realized that we 
were both learning a lot from what we were sharing with each other about our 
experiences of school desegregation. This guide was developed to provide 
readers a chance to think through some of these same questions themselves, 
but also to facilitate conversation with others of the same or different 
races/identities. These questions may generate a lot of discussion and even 
bring up some uncomfortable feelings. If done in a group setting, it may be 
best to have someone who is trained to facilitate potentially emotional 
communication. We suggest having pairs of participants talk through these 
questions section by section (perhaps for 45 minutes or an hour for each 
section) -- allowing time for the whole group to share highlights after each 
section. This could be done in a full day workshop, or each section could be 
part of a series of meetings for an organized group that sees each other 
regularly. The group should come up with a list of ground rules for their 
discussions. Confidentiality should be included as one of them. 
 
OBJECTIVES 

• To gain greater clarity about one's own racial landscape and one's own feelings 
and beliefs about it--about what and how one learned about race in school 

• To learn how people of other races understand the effect of race on 
themselves 

• To think through the implications of race on equity, achievement and quality of 
life--for people of all races 

• To consider the possible role of schools in ensuring racial equity and 
dismantling racism and how this might be achieved 
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SECTION 1   
 
This section assumes participants have read the book; the 
remaining sections do not. Though it certainly is not a requirement 
to have read the book, we believe that our alternating narratives 
that describe our feelings related to most of these questions will 
help participants think about their own attitudes and beliefs in a 
more direct way than if they do not read the book.  
 
1.1  Were there any parts of LaHoma’s or Cindy’s stories that you personally 
identified with? Which ones? How did you find them similar to your own 
experiences? 
 
1.2  Were there any parts of LaHoma’s or Cindy’s stories that surprised you? 
Which ones? What was surprising about them?  
 
SECTION 2 
 
2.1  Who did/do you go to school with? What was/is the racial make up of you 
school? Were/are you part of the majority or the minority? How aware 
were/are you of this or how much did you think about it? 
 
2.2  How much interaction or engagement was there between students of 
different races during school? Outside of school? For you personally? Did you 
ever consider it should be a different way? 
 
2.3  Did you notice that people of other races were treated differently than you 
were by teachers? Other students of your same race? By parents? By 
administrators? 
 
2.4  What about your teachers? Did you have teachers who were of other 
races? Did you feel they treated you and people of your same race differently? 
Did students of your race treat them differently? 
2.5  Was this the same in elementary, middle school and high school? In 
technical school or college? How did your experience differ from school to 
school or over time? 
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2.6  What were the reasons that explained the particular racial composition at 
each of your schools? Why do you think your schools had the racial 
composition they had? 
 
2.7  Did you ever feel critical or resentful of the situation at your school 
because of its racial make up? That is should have been more or less 
segregated or more or less integrated? 
 
SECTION 3 
 
3.1  If you are out of school now, what is the school situation where you live 
now? In the public schools? In the private schools? What are the reasons for 
this?  
 
3.2  What difference do you think it makes whether a person goes to school 
with people of different races? How important is it to ensure that students 
have the opportunity to go to school with people of other races?  What would 
the benefits be for black or other minority students? For white students? 
 
3.3  In the US today there are many schools that are very segregated. In many 
cases this is related to segregated housing. What do you think about this? 
 
3.4  Do you consider school segregation a social justice issue? Why or why not? 
OR: Do you believe that segregated schools reflect less racial equity? Why or 
why not? 
 
3.5  Do you think that sending students to racially mixed schools can contribute 
to greater racial equity, less overt racism and less unconscious racial bias? Why 
or why not? 
 
3.6  Do you think there are ever any benefits for minority students to go to 
predominantly minority schools? What would they be? What circumstances 
would this be true? 
3.7  Do you think it is the government’s responsibility to ensure that children 
have the opportunity to go to a racially diverse school? Why or why not? If yes, 
How might public school ensure racial diversity? 
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3.8  Do you think the government should require that schools meet a minimum 
standard for racial diversity among its teachers and students? Why or why not? 
 
3.9  Are there incentives that could be used in public schools to pull students 
of different races into the same schools? To what degree do you think charter 
or magnet schools do this? 
 
 
SECTION 4 
 
4.1  What influenced your own attitudes towards people of different races 
outside of school? 
 
4.2  What are the biggest challenges for our public education system in the US 
today? 
 
4.3  What, if anything, do you think greater racial diversity in our schools would 
accomplish and for whom? 
 
 
WRAP UP  
(in pairs or in the whole group) 
 
WU.1  What did you learn from these discussions? From/about other people? 
About yourself/your own attitudes and feelings?  
 
WU. 2  Did any of your attitudes or beliefs change during or because of these 
discussions? 
 
WU.3  Do you feel motivated to do/change something because of these 
discussions? What? How?  
 
WU.4  How did discussing these questions with another person affect you 
differently than if you had written out the answers by yourself? 


